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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A multifunction printer comprising: 

a data acquiring device for acquiring oriq^^fial image 
data and being recognizable as an independent/aevice by a 
computer to which said data acquiring device is connected; 
and / 

a printing machine for printincr print image data 
generated by image processing of said: original image data 
and being recognizable as an independent device by a computer 
to which said printing machine is /connected, 

said data acquiring device and said printing device being 
held in a common housing. / 

2. The multifunction printer according to claim 1 wherein 
said original image data is RGB-based data, and said print 
image data is YMC-based\ da^y 

3. The multifunction pointer according to claim 1 wherein 
said original image data/ is expressed by mult i -value data 
representing a plurality of tones for each pixel, and said 
print image data is expressed by mult i -value data for each 
pixel, the number of values of said print image data is less 
than that of said original image data. 

4. The multifunction printer according to claim 1 wherein 
said data acquiring /device holds data acquiring device 
identification information with which a computer 
distinguishes said data acquiring device from any other data 
acquiring device, ami transmits said data acquiring device 
identification information to said computer in response to 
a request therefrony , and 

wherein said /printing device holds printing device 
identification information with which a computer 
distinguishes said printing device from any other printing 
device, and transmits said printing device identification 
information to ysaid computer in response to a request 
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5. The multifunction printer according to claiml 
said data acquiring device is a storage mediunp?e£cl-out device 
capable of removably setting a stora^e^tnedium storing said 
original image data, and said oricjifial image data is acquired 
by reading said storage 



m 
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6. The multif unctiprfKppinter according to claim 1 wherein 
said data acquiring/device is an optical image read- out device 
that optically j?^ads paper representing an original image, 
and said original image data is acquired by optically reading 
paper representing said original image, 



utitunction printer accofati 



Laim 1 where! 



said data acquiring device and said print ing (levlTce hold 
identification information indicating^tfiat said data 
acquiring device and said printing deydTce are held in a common 
housing. 




8. The multifunction printer according to claim 7 wherein 
said data acquiring device and said printing device held in 
a common housing tv^ld a common serial number used as said 
identification information . 

9 . The multifunction printer according to claim 7 wherein 
said data acquiring device and said printing device transmit 
said identification information to a computer in response 
to a recedes t therefrom. 



10. ffhe multifunction printer according to claim 7 whereii^ 
said dfata acquiring device is a storage medium read-out device 
capat/le of removably setting a storage medium storing said 
original image data, and said original image data is acquired 
by reading said storage medium. 



The multifunction prT? 



according to claim 7 wherein, 
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lata acquirxjxg^e^oTce is an optical image read -out cl£v±e^= 
that optimally reads paper representing an original image, 
and sa^d original image data is acquired fyy optically reading 
papc 



Representing 



original imaj 



12. A computer to which a multifunction printer ho] 
data acquiring device for acquiring image dat^atlaa printing 
device for printing the image data in a^etSmmon housing, and 
capable of recognizing said data ap^uiring device and said 
printing device independently , ^Comprising ; 

a data acquiring device jTO^ drol^ sect ion for controlling 
said data acquiring devicg^andyf pr acquiring original image 
data from said data acquiring yaevice; 

a print image dat& generating section for acquiring and 
processing said original image data from said data acquiring 
device control section, and for generating print image data 
which said printing device can print; and 

a printing device control section for controlling said 
printing device, then acquiring said print image data from 
said print/image data generating section and transmitting 
said pr^nt image data to said printing device. 




image data generating section does not manag^thenumber of 
said and other data acquiring devices , bu*r*said data acquiring 
device control section manages -tt^number of said and other 
data acquiring devices conp^ted thereto, and 

wherein said prinJsdTng device control section does not 
manage the number or said and other printing devices , but 
said print image .data generating section manages the number 
of said and olmer printing devices connected thereto. 



14. The/fcomputer according to claim 13 wherein said data 
acquiring device holds data acquiring device identification 
information enabling distinction of said data acquiring device 
from /Sthej^-sncfi data acquiring^dev4^es , and when said print 
ima^e'&ata generating section needs sai^da^a acquiring device 
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section requests said data acquiring id^nrCxf ication 
information to said data acquiring devicje-^control section 
without specifying said data acquir^jprg device, and 

wherein said printing devire holds printing device 
identification information enabling distinction of said 
printing device from other such printing devices, and when 
said print image data generating section needs said printing 
device identification information, said print image data 
generating section / requests said printing device 
identification information to said printing machine control 
section while specifying said printing device. 

15. The computer according to claim 12 wherein said print 
image data generating section converts said original image 
data made up >of RGB -based data into said print image data 
made up of YpIC-based data. 

16. The computer according to claim 12 wherein said print 
image data generating section converts said original image 
data expressed by mult i -value data indicating a plurality 
of tones /for each pixel into said print image data expressed 
by multi/- value data for each pixel, the number of values of 
said print image data is less than that of said original image 
data. / 

17. /The computer according to claim 12 wherein said data 
acquiring device is a storage medium read-out device capable 
of removably setting a storage medium stb^ng said original 
image data, and said original image data is acquix^d by reading 
said storage medium. 

18. / The computer according to claim 12 wherein saiid data 
acquiring device is an optical image read- out device that 



optipa^iy read§*^p^per representing an original image, and 
^aid original image o^a is acquired by optically reading 
paper representing said o^*i>ainal image. 
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19 . A computer to which amultif unction printer is connected, 
said multifunction printer holding a data acquijarriff"device 
for acquiring image data and a printing dejrfr^e for printing 
the image data in a common housing, saidjHtiltif unction printer 
holding identification inf ormationxfndicating that said data 
acquiring device and said printing device are held in a common 
housing, said computer being jeiapable of recognizing said data 
acquiring device and saija printing device independently, 
comprising: 

a data acquiring device identification information 
acquiring section that acquires, from said data acquiring 
device, data acqua/ring identification information enabling 
distinction of $4id data acquiring device from other such 
data acquiring/devices ; 

a prliyting machine identification information 
acquiring section that acquires, from said printing machine, 
printing device identification information enabling 
distinction of said printing device from other such printing 
devices ; arid 

a comparing section that compares said data acquiring 
device identification information with said printing device 
identification information to judge whether said both devices 
are hel<A in a common housing or not. 



20. TJhe computer according to claim 19 further comprising: 
first notifying section that gives a notice to a user 
when sdid data acquiring device and said printing device\re 
not hefl-d in a common housing. 



21. 

when 
held 

22. 



The computer according to claim 19 further comprising: 
a second notifying section that gives a notice to a user 
sjaid data acquiring device and said printing device are 
a common housing. 



:.n 




The cpmfSuter according tociaojn 19 further comprisingj 
electing section that enables ail&eg^to selft< 



"said 
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data acquiring device and said print ing^d€vice are not held 
in a common housing. 



23. The computer according^to claim 19 wherein said data 
acquiring device is a storage medium read-out device capable 
of removably setting a afxorage medium storing said original 
image data, and said original image data is acquired by reading 
said storage medii 



24. The computer according to claim 23 further comprising: 
a storages medium loading information acquiring section 

that acquires?, from said storage medium read-out device, 
storage medium loading information about whether said storage 
medium has A>een set or not; and 

a third notifying section that judges from said storage 
medium loading information whether said storage medium has 
been set or not, and gives a notice to a user when said storage 
medium lyas not been set . 

25. Tie computer according to claim 19 wherein said data 
acquiriig device is an optical image read-out device that 
optically reads paper representing an original image, and 
said original image data is acquired by optically reading 
paper representing said original image. 



26 . A domputer to which a mult if unction printer is connected, 
said multlif unction printer holding a storage medium read/write 
device f qr reading image data from a storage medium and writ 
image data on said storage medium and a printing device for 
printing I the image data in a common housing, said computer 
being capable of recognizing said data acquiring device and 
said printing device independently, comprising: 

a storage medium read/write device control section that 
controls/said stojzaffenuedium n^ad/^jrite device and acquires 
original ima^e data from said storage meditnajread/write device 
said sj^orage medium read/write device control 




32 

-a 'Ivml -nq^ modf* permitting rifling of imag A data fropL Js a.ir L 
storage medium and writing of image data ontp-^s^id storage 
medium and a read-only mode permitting gj*£y reading of image 
data from said storage medium; 

a print image data generating section that acquires said 
original image data from saig'storage medium read/write device 
control section, and geprerates print image data that can be 
printed by said printing device by executing image processing 
of said image datsn and 

a printincr device control section that controls said 
printing device, and acquires said print image data from said 
print image data generating section and transmits said print 
image data/to said printing device. 



27. Thjk computer according to claim 26 further comprising: 
switching section that switches said dual -use mode 
and said read-only mode in said storage medium read/write 
device control section. 



28. / The computer according to claim 27 further comprising: 
a storage medium loading information acquiring section 
thaft acquires, from said storage medium read/write device, 
storage medium loading information abc^ut whether said storage 
mgdium has been set or not ; and 

a prohibiting section that judged from said storage 
[tedium loading information whether said storage medium has 
feen set or not, and prohibits a change between said dual-mode 
Ld-read^only mode in said switching section when said 
:orage mediunT^hS&Ma^en set , 




liring original image 



29. A printing system comprising: 
a data acquiring devi«L for 

data; 

a computer that acquire^&airf original image data from 
said data acquiring devi^2^nd generates print image data 
by image processing of/said original image; and 

a printing device that receives said print image data 
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from said computer and prints said print image dat< 

said computer beirfg dapable of recogpAeiTng said data 
acquiring device and paid /g£±xa^T§~aevice as independent 
devices , 

saj^data acquiring device and said print ing device being 
heliVin a common housing. 

' 3 OH! The printing system according to claim 29 whei 
data acquiring device and said printing-^device each hold 
identification information indica^arfig that they are held in 
a common housing. 



m 
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31. The printing system according to claim 30 wherein said 
data acquiring device^and said printing device held in a common 
housing have a common serial number, and said serial number 
is used as said/identification information. 




32. A recording medium that can be read by a computer to 
which a multifunction printer having a data acquiring device 
for acquiring image data and a printing device for printing 
image data held in a common housing is connected, said computer 
recognizing said data acquiring device and said printing 
device independently, a program stored in said recording 
medium pomprising the steps of: 

:quiring original image data from said data acquiring 

device ; 

Executing image processing of said image data and thereby 
generating print image data that can be printed by said printing 
device ; and 

transmitting said print image data to said printing 
devic/e . 



33. / A recording medium that can be read by a computer to 
whiih a multifunction printer is connected, said multifunction 
prj/nter havijag— a-d^ta^acquiring device for acquiring image 
da/ka ailcl a printing device f^s^rinting image data both held 
in a common housing, said multifilneJ^ion printer holjiiirg 



# # 
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j fj^n 1 " 1 f i rnt;1 on — information — indicating — said data 
acquiring device and said printing devic^ar^held in a common 
housing, said computer being capaJ>i€of recognizing said data 
acquiring device and said^jfrinting device as independent 
devices , a program stoipeti in said recording medium comprising 
the steps of: y< 

acquiring/ from said data acquiring device, data 
acquiring device identification information enabling 
distinction/ of said data acquiring device from other such 
data acquiring devices ; 

acquiring, from said prirftij^g device, printing device 
identification information enablin^distinction of said 
printing device from other such printihg devices; and 

/comparing said data acquiring device identification 
information with said printing device identification 
inf ormaj:i on , ax^dthereby judging whether/ooth these devices 
are^neld in a commofr^a^using or TioX^r 




